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. December 29, 1916,

ZOOLOGICAL MUSEUM

Dr. Geo. E. Vincent,
Pres., University of Minnesota,

Dear Dr. Vincent,

I had not heard of the appropriation concern-
ing the removal and installation of the Caribou Group and I am very
glad to-know that it is provided for as the matter had been worry-
ing me somewhat,

Some time ago you looked over with me the dis-
carded mounted mammals and birds from the o0ld museum and directed
me to offer them for sale to three or four people and get if pos-
sible, bids for them, I had an itemized and descriptive list made
and sent a copy to three different taxidermists and one fur dealer,
in the twin cities, Two replied that they did not care to purchase
any of the specimens and two totally ignored the offer. These spec-
imens are wholly unsuitable for museum purposes in our plan, and are
worse than in the way. Most of them stand at present in the spaces
intended for groups, on the third floor of the Animal Biology Build-
ing and as they are badly mounted,; much injured by dust, handling,
and museum pests; infested with moths, and give a bad impression to
persons visiting the museum flooy it is highly desirable that they
be disposed of at as early a date as possible, If authorization to
destroy or give them away can be obtained, measures will be taken
at once to get rid of them,

I enclose an itemized list with museum numbers,
where the latter are still attached to the specimens, Most of the
specimens are without records of any kind., More than half are in
such condition that they could not possibly bhe preserved even as
skins and the expense of working over the remainder would be very
great and the resulting specimens even then would be unsatisfactory,
There is nothing in the 1list that cannot be replaced by better mat-
erial at less cost,

I am
Very sincerely,

Associate Director Zoological Museum,




l Animals for Sale by Museum,

Mammals.

Register
Number
1594 2 Black Bears Adult,
ALy
1633 1 Young " (very small cub)
10 1 Bull Moose Adult (good horns)
none 1 Cow Moose,
none 1l Yearling Moose Spike horns- 15 in, long
none 1 )Mule Deer(Doe)
none 2 White Tailed Deer ( Small without horns)
none 1 Vhite Tailed Deer(Doe)
none 1 Albino White Tailed Deer(Doe)
1595 1 Albino Bison (small Size)
25 4 Beavers ( 2 small and 2 large)
1605
none
none
13 4 Raccoons
1610
1680
none
none 1 Coyote (good condition)
1620 4 Woodchucks (1 poorj Mounted on rough board)
1639
2
282699
14 3 Porcupines (1 on rough board;l on tree trunk)
252699
none
1642 1 Opossum, (poor condition)
none 1 Rocky Mountain Rat (poor condition)
17 5 Mink
1622
162
none
none
SR 2 % Badgers(poor condition. 1 has no standard)
none 8

none




none

1659

none
1614

none
1616

1LdL
1:2
none
none
16
978

979
none

45

none
1240
395

none
none

none

1el5
1016

none
none

none

S
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Mammals (cont.)

Gray Squirrels

Fox Squirrel

Flying Squirrels (large)

Skunks ‘Adult(faded. no standard for one)
Young (very small)

Jagk Rabbit

Varying Hare (white)

Sahle

Lemur (small)
Wild Cats (faix condition ; 1 without standard)

J&)fohuﬁw_ 5;4

Wolf Hound (Apnce owvned byACuster)

Birds
Peacock (fine plumage but much soiled and somewhat injured)
Pelicans (soiled and injured)
Bald Fagle (1 wing injured. Wings spread)
Golden Fagles ( Pair condition)

Other Specimens

Crocodile (medium size, 4 ft, long)
Tarpon

Pig Monstrosity (M3 Apein Fmbryonic ! Mounted) .
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3 COLFIDERTIM L daa, S, 1916,

v Dean Johnstons

Wiil you plecse give 3e your ceafldential judgment on

the enclosed letter from Dre Koberts under date of Decemwbeor

29th relative to disposal of discarded mounted memmals and

birds from the old musewn?

N




)Y The University of AMinnesnty
’{% @ollege of Srcienre, Literature, aud the Arts
Minneapnlis

OFFICE OF THE DEA January 9,1917.
President George E. Vincent,

University of Minnesota. LU Y
My dear President Vincent:-

Replying to your memorandum of January 3rd regarding the
disposal of certain old museum materials in the Animal Biclogy Build-
ing, I would say that I have examined thess specimens and found them --
as represented by Dr., Roberts-- in very poor condition. While one
hesitates to pronounce the larger specimens ( moose, bison) 2s worthless,
it is clear that they were poorly mounted meny years ago¢ and have bhac ome
infested with vermin, which makes them of danger to the new museum
material.

The Department of Animal Biology has selected all thé specimens
which they consider worth while for teaching and demonstration work with
classes.

When we consider the money that is being put into carefully
selected and mounted groups of animals, with the expectation that other
groups will be furnished by men interested in the development of the museun,
these old specimens represent relatively a very small value, even if they
were not a menace to the new collections., I would therefore recommend
that Dr. Roberts be authorized to dispose of these specimens in whatever

way he can.

Sincerely yours,

JBJ-B W«













OFFICE OF LiDRARIAN

PueLic LiIBRARY
MINNEAPSLIS
FIMNMN.

GRATFA A COUNTRYMAN

LinRramiAN

November 12, 1920.

Dr. Thomas Robsrte
The University of Minnesota

Hinﬁaapnlia, Hinnesota
iy dear Dr. Roberts:

I am in recaipt of the enclnéad
letter which I cannot answer. The rejuest
is regarding a specimen seen in 1882 in the
migseun of Hinneapolis. Of course the Li-
brary was not built at that time, and the
miseum of the Academy of Scisnce muat have
besn rather small, and it occurs to me that
the specimen that she describes might have
besn in the University museum. It certain-
ly does not relate to anything with which I

am acquainted. Will you kindly answer the

letter?
Yours truly,” : et
Librarian.
Enclosurs
GAC /uP
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November Z2, 1920,

Mr., George R, Kurray.
1684% Leoe Foad.

« Gleveland jleighte, Ohl0.
Wy denr aif;- -

: s ol Your letter of Oa%., 28th. 1ast oans into the hnnds of
Niss, Gratis A, Countryman® Linrarian of the Minneapolis Public Lib-
rery whers ths collsction of the Jimnesota Acadeny of Solencea 1in
placed,  and waa relerrsd by her to re,

: The houndfin. regard to which vou are nu*ﬁ*'l"-:' informn-

tion wao in 1nglgaileutin" of the Yinnesota Nanl. and Mat. Miat. Bun.

Yo¥ at the Statsd University and I presme it wna there that the ladv

quntnd‘h? Fathear E&muud logan say 16,08 1t wns Dresented to the

Huissun DY a Mv. B, 8. Wlliapa 1in 1f7%, I hnva sser the ghagiven

many tim ¢= in years past and-1t waas at111 IAxtra among the oid dls-

carded I-'.EFEHHJ. when 1 toak charge I‘-‘H'::t I'ive yenrs A0 . It wha Vepy
oadly mounted, wns motl eaten and dirsy, wng discarded aiiotite ago

“and 1 ax sorry to say hea entirely disappenred, 1 h.'n,- made 0 search

“for it since ypur inquiry but cannot rind 1t and prosule it 'ns desrox

7

qn-mm we noved into the new buliding (Anlmal ®lology ) “whers the
Auseur hpd 1miqunt# guarters.

v @ far s I and othera osn Temenber 1t was never *purs
white® bui & grey in color. Fowever it was so dirty and dlacolorsd

beon originelly. It wms mough coated; nhailr long, There a™e nn nhoto-
Wha of 1t 80 ru as I xnow., It wan Hmr-:‘l-a rs a nale Irish Grey-

llound gm.,m:md vas 4114 10 have belonied to Gen, GeoTEe A. Ouster
AT {

of late yYerra that 1t is difficult to say Just what color 1t nay have,
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December 6, 1920.

Dr. Thomas Roberts
The University of Hinnesota
Minneapolis, Mirnesota

Dear Dr. Hoberts:

I have your letter giving me the
information asked for by Mr. George R. Mur-
ray.

Curiously, I received a letier
Saturday just before your letter came re-—
ferring to a paragraph in General Custer's
"Boots and Saddles® which says that General
Custer's dog, Cardigan was mounted and
placed in one of the public bulldings of
Hinmneapolis. TYour letter stating that this
mounted dog was known as the "Custer Hound®
probably answers this other man's inquiry.
It is likely that the Custer Hound was Gen-
eral Custer's own dog mentioned in his vol-
ume of "Boots and Saddles.™ I am sorry it
had to be discarded.

Tours trulr;:? _ :7 2

Librarian.

GAC /MP





